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Although tha Palm Springs stesl houses appear 10 be custom-
designed, all seven share an identical floor plan. Wexler added variation
by means of three different roofines (fat, zigzag or “folded plate,” and
imverted LU-shapa), vanations in the carport configuration and the arenta-
ton of each house on the lot.  Additionally, the flaxible design of intenor
non-kad-bearing walls permitted the option of a thid badoom and for
ather rooms o be adjustable in sza,

The houses were designed 10 be mass-produced for miadie-class
affordability. Promotional matenals at the brme cited thal the steel homes
could be assembiled in three days. They wene advertisad 10 De impen-
ous 1o haat, warping, rofting, swelling, ltermiles, sarthquake and com-
bustion. They wers also designed 1o be virlually carefrea one adverlise-
ment claimed that the only required maintenance togl was a garden hose.

“At the time we designed tham, they were second homes not mtang-
ad to ba fved in at 110, 120 degrees,” Wexler says. “Tha Palm Sprngs
grea has since becoma g year-round community and if we wera to do
them now, we'd design them for more energy efficiency. Thene was very
itthe air conditioning at all then and the fact that we had air conditioning
in the homes was 8 plus.”

The first three of the seven steel houses, including this one, broke
ground in late 1861 and opened 1o the pubhc in March 1862, The homeas
ranged in price from §13,000 to 17,000, comparable to the conven-
tional wood-frama houses that Alexander was buslding In the adjacent
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Racquet Club Estates. However, the planned tract of 38 houses was never complated. Shortly after the first
\hree were buit, another company bought CalCor and raised the price of the stesl components. This
decreased the profit margin for the Alexanders, who, after completing four mone houses, cancelied the project.

Over the years, subsequent owners altered the stedl housas with inapgropnate additions and modifications,
rendering sorme of them urrecognizable. One doubled in size, receiving layers of concrete block and wood sid-
ing 1o tum it into an adobe style. In the late 19905, the homes were rediscoverad by new owners who, recog-
nizng their architectural and historical significance, began restorng the onginal modemist appearance by
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